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1988:New Logo and Byline

Paul Herman presented the proposed name change from Alamosa Community Hospital to San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center with emphasis on specialty care
and services being made available in the San Luis Valley. On February 3, 1988, Herman presented a revised hospital logo for the San Luis Valley Regional Medical

Center. The logo depicts the stable mountains surrounding the San Luis Valley. The dove in flight imparts swift movement to wholistic healthca
tranquility. Herman also presented the new byline to accompany the logo, “Because you deserve the best” \

1990°s: Advances to Radiology

Fred Casanova, Director of Radiology for 35 years, “I started in a room with two x-ray machines. We used to have to expose and

develop the x-rays which was time consuming. Computers and technology changed everything. We added an MRI machine in the
1990’s and that was huge for SLVRMC.”
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1987:Hospital becomes San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center (sLvrmc)
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SLVRMC Fred

Casanova, Dr. Ed Carter, Janet McGinnis and Paul Jiron

1991: Dr. Jay Ruddell performed first laparoscopic surgery in Alamosa

Current Surgeon, Dr. David Geiger, recalled, “When Endoscopy was first invented, it was thought to be a fad. They performed laparoscopic surgery in Europe long before it
was approved in the United States. What really changed surgical procedures was the innovation of the computer chip cameras.”

1991: City of Alamosa turns over ambulance operations
to the newly formed Alamosa County Ambulance District

temperature att
was 41 degrees.
Dr. Paul Wagner was instrumental in organizing the new Ambulance District. The first board consisted of himself, Paul Herman, Lyle Hood, Dr. Bob
Linden and Jack Felmlee. They had to raise a mill levy, which passed, in order to fund it.

updates, call the National
Weather Service at 580-
3232.
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By RUTH HEIDE
Alamosa County Fditor
The rain let up Tuesday morning in
time for the San Luis Valley Regional
Medical Center to host a ground-
breaking for its $5.3 million ex-
pansion/addition.

Hospital and community
dignitaries converged for the
ceremony and groundbreaking of the
expanded hospital unit which will
house the ambulances and an ex-
panded emergency department as
well as other hospital departments
ranging from obstetrics to intensive
LCH =
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structure which is proposed to be
completed in about a year.

The 45,000-square-foot expansion is
located at 106 Blanca Avenue in
Alamosa.

Hospital

contractors would be involved in
building.

Paul
Herman said that the expansion fits
the medical center's mission
statement to continually seek to
‘“‘provide the highest quality of care.
That really is where we are today.”
The project architect is Voluntary
Hospitals of America Health
Facilities Group out of Irving, Texas,
and the construction management

administrator

1991-94: Building and construction included expanded
emergency department and lab, streamlined admissions,
2nd floor addition, and 3rd floor dedicated to critical care.

The Helipad was paid for by an EI Pomar grant. An Energy Impact Assistant Grant helped fund the new ambulance bay. The addition would turn the hospital from a 50 to 60 bed hospital.

they would like to,” he said.

also collaborated on the project, Wil
First National Bank in Alamos

Center; Alamosa National Bank;
Bank of Monte Vista; First Natidl
Bank of La Jara: Rio Grande Savings
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s 1993: The medical center employs 240

I,I‘II}CW],rd on Tuesday fOE ad 1111018 “The medical center employs 240 people — counting physicians 275 — and had an annual payroll
ject, the ] : of $7 million” (The Pueblo Chieftain, November 19, 1993)

'This hospital is 0

Alamosa hospital to break §

By ERIN SMITH
The Puehlo Chieftain

ALAMOSA — A ground-
breaking ceremony and reception
will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday for a
$5.3 million construction project
to erect a new three-story
addition and four-bay ambulance
garage at the San Lwis Valley Re-

gional Medical Center here.
_ Construction cost is $4.4 mil-
lion, with $900,000 for equipment

w0

and furnishings. '

The construction of the 45,000- 4
s?ruarc foot structure is a joint
effort of the hospital’s board of

irectors and the Lutheran Hos-
Bnal Association of the San Luis

alley.
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page 10A The Chleftain, Pueblo, Colo., Friday, November 18, 1593

Medical providers
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Alamosa County Editor
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Valley Regional
new wing and helipad ar
ation, with the admissic
relocating this past week.
On & tour of the hospital with
administrator  Paul Herman, it
was noted that “everyone
moved in, comfortable and we're
etting the wrinkles ironed out be-
ore we announce the open |l
house.™ 3
The $6° million project with ¢
H.W. Houston Construction of | s
Puocblo as the general contractor |
mncludes a $115,000 helipad, Her-
© “The helipad is what the (San [
Luis) Valley needs,” Herman said.

, A chopper pﬁd saves lives, pro-
_rl_ﬁlng emergency care providers
“with 45 minutes fo an hour's more S8t

_n_lea’\;r having o land a:i;h:l re-
‘gional airport, driving to 05-
-g:ial and taking the patient to the

taul. -.—3: fertilizers and herbicides. The northwest of the old hospital, also
] 0 the ambu-  has a fourth-floor penthouse that
-4 few houses the mechanical workings
for the air conditioning, heating
e and plumbing controls.

Throughout the new addition
are waiting rooms and the design
f rooms 15 to ensure patient pri-
cy. The ob-gyn room in the
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new wing Wednesday. .
Foote, a member of the San Luis
Valley mn] Medical Center,
inc., board of directors, was one of  {
presenters to speak during
home of a n
{ posipartum &
S| ment
The third floor features five
semi-private rooms with 10 beds
for acute medical ;
The third floor also features
new, six-bed intensiv
with one bed to each r

talks about SLV Regional Medical Center's $6.2 million
(Center), operating board president
' {Courier photos by Pat

Herman said the total $6 mil-
lion cost of the hospital wing, in-
equipment and

ngs, should be paid off in
The project was fi-
through a San Luws Val-
leyw consortium of financial
nstitutions.

PAUL HERMAN, hospital admci}rr'.’istr?_tor. e A
jon during Wedne 's Open House. Below, _
Jaggg:%r:y (?eﬂ] and h;s.gital board member Bob Foote cut the ribbon.

Melgares)

Regional Medical Center,” Gray said.
"We have been planning the expan-
sion of the emergency room, ICU, for

. over 12 years.”
Local officials Alamosa mayor
Fams Bervig and Alamosa county

residents enjoyed tours of the new
\wing as well as a special dedication
egional Medical Centerad-
or Paul Herman outlined

“It's mot a project to end all
projects, but it 1s designed to meet
the health care needs of the San

There are nursing stations for
both CCU and ICU.

“There are no more semi-pri-
vate rooms in ICU and we are not
raising the rates,” Herman said.

ICU rates per day are $775 for
a room; acute care rates are $295
a day for just the room, Herman
Said.

The new wing, located to the

Luis Valley now and up to five
years. We simply were building
onto what was here. We had a
fine hospital base,” Herman said.

The medical center l:mgloys 240
people — counting physicians,
275 — and has an ann
of $7 million.
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Paul Hema_n is administrator of the San Luis Valley Reglonal Medical Center In Alamosa.
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seven beds. Two of the beds are room physician. The suite allows.  The floor features a- decontami--
cuses, the physician to sleep and bathe nation room for those exposed to

e duty hours. hazardous matenia - s

Helipad improves Flig
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Greatest
benefit is
in service
to patients

By PAT MELGARES

I" m‘ i T
ety andcouny helped 0

reality
Larry Wall, president of the Colo-
rado Hospital Association, spoke
about a broader vision for health care
in the future. “This accomplishment
Iscritically important but it is but one
p in the changg that must and will
ealth care bs we con-
the health care delivery
< system at the state and national level.”
The future will include more collabo-
Please see uozsrml.
- ., ;!.'.‘

[

Courier Editor
ALAMOSA — Youmay nced 3

Jacket 1o see all of the new addi-

tioas in San Lais Valley Regional (g

Medical Center’s north wing dur-

ing today’s Open House,

Yoou see, not all of the additions
are inside.

The historic first fanding of &
Flight for Life helicopier on the
mof of the SV Regional Medical
Center ook place on Monday,

— is “similar” 1o those currently
uscd at many Denver hospitals.

Previously, Flight for Life heli-

copters landed at the Alamosa air-

pon or — in life and death sita-

tions — they saved precious time

by landing on propenty owned by

| Adams State College that is adja-

cenl 1o the hospital.

Hemman noted that the new land-

| ing arca will be most uscful in

| savingtime forpatients whoarein

need of being flown 10 a Front

0 use
Hospital Flight for Life program
He added that long-range plans
entail having a pre-positioned he-
licopter in the San Luis Valley 1o
ies. However,

Jim Gray was the epitome of an outstanding hospital board
member. Many volunteer community board members
through the years give countless hours of their time and
expertise in this vital leadership role. It was my personal
and professional privilege and pleasure to work with
Jim as a Trustee and President of the Lutheran Hospital
Association of the San Luis Valley while | was the CEO.
During his years of service Alamosa Community Hospital
became the San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center, a “Top
100 Hospital” in the United States, the First Street Medical
Office Building was built, and the Medical Staff and Hospital
Staff was greatly increased to meet the healthcare needs of
the San Luis Valley. Jim was always Gentleman Servant as he
made the San Luis Valley a better place to live. He set the bar
very high. He will be fondly remembered and greatly missed.
-Paul Herman
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liows hospital pi
death patients.

1994: Dr. Janet Ginzkey joined
the staff in Physical Therapy

1995: Hospital acknowledged as “Top 100

The hospital was acknowledged as one of the “Top 100 Hospitals” in the country by the Mercer Corporation.
20 for hospitals with less than 250 beds.
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1996-97: Labo elivery moves into the 2nd floor

After being an empty shell for several years, in 1997 Labor and Delivery officially moved into the 2nd floor
Pictures here show the staff in the “Old OB” during the late 1980’s. And some are in the “New OB” in the 90’s.
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Cathy Velasquez (rocking chair

Bonnie Bah
donated by Norma Stamps) onnie Bant

CEO Paul Herman “listens to a phone call”

Doctor Robert Kelly

1999-2000: Leslie Fleming and Larry Pochardt serve as Interim

Leslie Fleming and Larry Pochardt served as Interim Co-Administrators of the hospital while the board searched for a replacement. Leslie, C.P.A., was the Chief
Financial Officer from 1988-2001. In 1998, she and Leonard Snow were the Assistant Administrators for the hospital.

Mary Rodriguez, Head of Housekeeping

“We have made a
requirement that the job be So stitutions, as well as hospital boards
designed and so bid that local - and community leaders, were on
tractors will have opportunities tobld hand for the groundbreaking
as much as they can and as mucll88 Tuesday, June 9, at the construction

serving as lead bank in a consortlin during
including Affiliated National Bank'of ceremony.
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Association.
Representatives from these in-

site.

Local financial institutions h¥e Rev. David Bloedel, pastor of

Trinity Lutheran Church, con-
secrated the site with an invocation
the groundbreaking

Dr. Marvin Motz, president of the
SLV RMC board of directors,
described the new addition as “an
awesome project and one that is

'.:_E'F.ﬁiq]m.‘“' !

BUSINESS MINUTES  oue
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I| and byline. Paul Herman alsc presented pla velop advertising,
marketing, promotion of the Hospital facility,  and services.
| Included in this planning are patient surveys, guea_lt relations, ngdla
'! information and marketing and positioning the Hospital as the Regional
Medical Center.
|

- 7. Smoke Cessation

|| Paul Herman presented a recm_nuenda
' from Administration end ““’P;“l‘l D
|environment within the Hospital. 5 m
d 1 abstention to designate San Luis
!|by Dr. Harrod and voted 6 ayes an B Lo e e siitars

itel staff following smoke

epartment Heads to adopt a smoke-free

i i i ke~
Valley Regional Medical Center smol
||and patients and by July 1, 1988 for hosp
iceasatinn education.

prestressed Concrete Beams
1w to
Board that he had received an offer
4000.00 submitted by Larry
it S ded by Mr. Stahlecker and
ator to sell the beams for

-

Paul Herman reported r.odtlle
urchase the prestressed conc
?ﬁtchell- It was moved by Dr. Harrud._afcgn
voted unanimously to authorize the Ac?nnn 3 rthhh
$4000.00. Moving of the beams is the respons t3

Mr. Mitchell.

9. Vacant “old" OB

A discussion of planned utilization of wva ce was held.
tion cant hospital spa
of the Board and Administrator that the space be held
linical er ’.ﬁ?.“-\f’ apace

and the expense of

1/surgical acute care, o

of us call it price

-- Elliott Graves

Medical Center breaks ground for expansion

Herman stressed, however, that 1004l Valley Federal Savings and Loan greatly needed.” He said that in the

on a day to day basis, recounted the
hospital’s accomplishments in
providing the best health care
possible to the Valley, He said that the
hospital has purchased eguipment to
maintain quality health care but has
outgrown its building. “We are proud
and thankful to be a part of this
building project.”

past the Valley was known as the
“‘great San Luis Valley” and projects
like this will help to make the Valley
great again. “This may be the
beginning of the return of the great
San Luis Valley."

Motz is joined on the medical center
board of directors by vice president
Arthur Gilbert, secretary/treasurer
Harry Riggenbach and members
Robert Foote, Don Montgomery,
Greta Roberts and George Woodard.

James Gray, president of the
Lutheran Hospital Association of the
San Luis Valley, the board and cor-
poration which operates the hospital

Along with Gray on the Lutheran
Hospital Assoclation board are vice
president Betty Young,
secretary/treasurer Gordon Gillson
and members Werth Hage, Hobert
Hagedorn, Jerry Lorenz and Paul
Stahlecker.

(Continued on page 10)
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San Luis Valley Regional Medical Center, 1994

By PAT MELAARES
Caerier Frilor

TaLTETL

Hemun

T s, s -saam 3 1 = B i b e
ALAMOSA, — |7 ey bad il o oo all over mpain, ncy o sl cgponose of B2 miban. Touuy, 5w Oeen |bouse i
el ache v andns e sranl  F
s meembe of B2 PR e pepjecs il i
A the SO b I S L Viley Hepsorad  qully he welcrsnied gy T '-il'_L'-‘l'ihg.m_h
T igre: Husms: weill BEE ST 1] o i e hospite,

San Luis Valley
giunal Medical Center
DAY, JAN. 26 — 11 AM

f the Three-Story, North Wing
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LouAnn Cheslock Skinner

Co-Administrators

tion from the Medical Staff with support

It was moved by Mr. Stahlecker, seconded



